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c «.„ i-r^oHw that nrrurred on one dark day in the history of 
We are already seventy years away from the ^^^^^^ius war that Europe 

civilization - 1 September 1939 - the outbreak of the most disastrous ana swuy 
and the entire humanity have ever lived through. 

MM by Donald Tu*, Polish Pdme Minister, to tote ^"S***^" 
of the Second World War, I did not hesitate to accept the Wlto ton, I ™™ °° ; k ^ lhe 
the war took a heavy toll of Xt million . ofmy ^^ u a ^XgenSor?SlL over the pride 

smashed the Nazi. 

The twentieth century inflicted deep, non-healing wounds - revolutions coups, two Nazi 
o cu^ion ofthe bu7k of Europe and the Holocaust tragedy, as wel as the ideologic ^ .n the 
continent. However, the European memory retains also th e victonous M y of 1 34 5, the 
demolition of the Berlin Wall, the tremendous democratic changes in the Soviet Un.on and Eastern 
Europe at the turn of the 1990s. 

ah nf thP above are the elements of our intrinsic common history. No judge can give a totally unbiased 
IS 1 was^tht^ And no country can boast of having ZT 
no n s or state decisions having nothing to do with high morals. If we are eager to ha ve peacef u and 
ap Murewe must draw lessons from history. However, ^ 
seeking pretexts for mutual complaints and resentment causes a lot of harm and proves lack of 
responsibility, 

Half-truth is always a deceit. The past tragedies - not fully comprehended or interpreted in a double- 
minded or hypocritical manner - inevitably lead to new historic and political phobias, w^ch result in 
SSs bSeen States and peoples and affect the public consciousness distorting it for the benefit of 
unfair politicians. 

The canvas of history is not a third-rate copy which can be roughly retouched or, to ^*«^£L 
inters modified by the addition of bright of dark tints. Unfortunately, such attempts to rehash the past 
are q^Smmon today. We witness the efforts to tailor history to the immediate political needs. Some 
countries weTeven further, making the Nazi accomplices heroes, placing victims on a par with 
executioners and liberators - with occupants, 

individual episodes are taken out of the general historical background, political and economic contort or 
m£™ -and s rategic considerations, The situation in Europe prior to the Second World War ,s considered 
r^gmentarily;regardless of the cause-and-effect relationship. It is indicative that histo^ <s often slanted 
by those who actually apply double standards in modern politics. 

One cannot help but wonder to what extend such myth-makers differ from the authors of the memorable 
"BriefcS of Russian History" published in the Stalin period, where all names or events uncomfortaWe 
to t?e?eader of ^nations" would be erased and stereotyped and completely Ideology-based versions of 
reality would be imposed. 



Thus , today we are expend to admit wi*out any *^f£ gJ^^&S^ 
War was the Soviet-German Non^Aggressjon ^*£^ 9 ^d™ the bottom line of the First 
a position neglect simple things • did not the Treaty o Versa,! es wnicn rf Germany 

World War leave a lot of "time bombs" the main of which was not on y tn 9 Septembe r 
but also its humiliation. Did not ^^J^^^^^Sp^, when not only 
1939? What about the Anschluss o Aus na ^22S^ t 2^ rep artltton of Europe. On the 
Germany, but also Hungary and Poland In fact too * ^.^XVtum to Czechoslovakia and 

safeguards and arms restrictions system in Europe? 

Finally, what was the military and political echo ^^^^ffi^S^TW 
September 1938? Maybe It was then when Hitler finally deeded hat evening was^ ^ ^ 
neither France nor England would "lift a finger to protect ' » 

his hopes were met. 

front and the tragic fate of Poland left without help demonstrated, regreaaoiy, 

. . ¥ , h , rar have a n the reasons to condemn the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact concluded 
irZ^rfSS. M a year before, In Muntah^ France and England signed a well-known treaty w,th 
Hitler and thus destroyed all the hope for a united front to fight fascism. 

Today, we understand that any kind of collusion with the Nazi regime ^ ; morally ^^S^ 

no prospects of practical implementation "^^"^^^^ Shad r^S the 

the Soviet Union not only remained face to face with Germany (since me wescerr ' ^? hecause 

proposed system of collective security) but also faced the threat of waging .war on too 

precisely in August of 1939 the flame of the conflict with Japan on the Halkln-Gol river reached its 

highest. 

ThP qrwiPt diniomacv was quite right at that time to consider it, at least, unwise to reject Germany's 
l to 1ffrZ«SnM when USSR's potential allies in the West had already made 
&£^££5^ Sh and did not want to cooperate with the Soviet Union, as well 
as to be confronted with the Nazi almighty military machine alone. 

t hPiiPve that it is the Munich Agreement that led to disunity among the natural allies in the fight against 
KSS^2^«d suspect each other. While 

for all of us both In Western and Eastern Europe, to remember what tragedies can result from 

and armchair politics, as well as from seeking to ensure se cu * ^ 
national interests at the expense of others. There cannot be reasonable and responsible politics without a 
moral and legal framework. 

in my view the moral aspect of policies pursued is particularly important. In this regard, I would like to 
ernl ou' that our country's parliament unambiguously >^^^^J^S«ry 
Ribbentrop Pact. This has not been the case so far in some other States, though they also made very 
controversial decisions in the 1930s. 

And there is another lesson to be drawn from history. All experience of the prewar period - from the 
uSaUte f£21cSSwe to the beginning of the Second World War - provides strong evidence that it 
I ^TZtS^V^c^^em of collective security without involvement of all countries of the 

continent, including Russia, 



right to have one's own culture, language and future Itself, we rem emoer ^ m u defendeci 
S the Soviet people. We remember the Poles w ho were the oppcs *e agg esse, defendec ^ 
courageously Warsaw and fortifications at Westerplatte in September J^T^ * 
SS ^Anders Army, the Polish ££3 S were 

remember the Americans, British, French, Canadians and ™r fl Q^°^*2^nd offered 
liberating Western Europe. We remember the Germans who did not fear repression ana orrerea 

resistance to Hitler's regime. 

Establishment of the Anti-Hitler Coalition is, without exaggeration, f^^^^^n 
20th century one of the most important and determining events of the previous century I ne worn saw 

despite all their differences, diverse national aspirations, tactical discords 
SSSS the sake of the future, for ^^^^5^7 

SS^XISS 5SS Anachronisms as the dividing lines - whatever their nature may be. 

It is obvious that the recurrent heritage of confrontation of the Cold War era and narrow bbc-based 
pnoroaches to the key problems of our times do not in any way fit m such a logic A truly democratic 
^^^SSSSStf^ humanistic principles in International relations and implies 
rejection of xenophobia and attempts to be above the law. 

But at the same time, we may say that Europe and the world as a whole are moving towards a greater 
security for?ir towards understanding of all the importance of working together, towards cooperation, 
and not to more discords. 

The historic post-war reconciliation of France and Germany opened the way to the «^m^t of »e 
European Union. At the same time, the wisdom and generosity of Russian and German peoples, as well 
as Eresight of statesmen of the two countries, made it possible to take a determining step towards 
building the Big Europe. The partnership of Russia and Germany has become an example of moving 
towards each other and of aspiration for the future with care for the memory of the past. And today, the 
S^^P«tlon plays a major positive role in international and European pontics. I am sure 
that Russian-Polish relations will, sooner or later, come to such high level, to the level of genuine 
partners. It is in the interests of our peoples and of the whole European continent. 

We are deeply grateful that Poland, the land where more than 600,000 soldiers of the Red Army lie 
those who gave their lives for its liberation, shows care and respect to our military burial places. Believe 
me, these words are not simply far the record, they are sincere and heartfelt. 

The people of Russia, whose destiny was crippled by the totalitarian regime, fully understand the 
sensitiveness of Poles about Katyn where thousands of Polish servicemen lie. Together we must keep 
alive the memory of the victims of this crime. 

Katyn and Mednoye memorials, just as the tragic fate of the Russian soldiers taken prisoners in Poland 
during the 1920 war, should become symbols of common grief and mutual pardon. 

Shadows of the past can no more cloud this and, all the more, the next day of cooperation between 



Poland and Russia, our to the ^^^^K^Tr,^ «te 

to make the Polish-Russian relations free from the burden ot mistrust anu v<*v 
inherited. To turn over the page and start writing a new one. 

Today, recalling the first day o, *e World War II, we are jinking aoout £ last day t^^We 
in the new 21st century that has already come. 

humanitarian exchanges are increasing. 

2008 wa S successful for the trade and economic ties between ^^^^^!SS^ 

Srt promising projects. Those could embrace energy, transport, investments m mdustty, agriculture 
^.SSTtS put it plainly, the promising perspectives for ^ = ^'J^s^a 9 
relationships worthy of the two great European nations are opening before Poland and Russia. 

in conclusion, I would like to extend the warmest wishes to all Polish people and, first of all, to the 
veterans of the Second World War of peace, happiness and prosperity. 



